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This chapter provides information describing the sup-
ply of trails available in Indiana.  The demand for trails is 
also included in this section so the reader can assess for 
themselves the ability of the supply of trails in Indiana to 
meet the demand.

THE INDIANA TRAILS INVENTORY

Many entities at the federal, state and local level work 
to provide trails in Indiana.  In 1993 the Department of 
Natural Resources conducted a survey of all local park 
and recreation, federal and DNR agencies to determine 
the supply of publicly owned and managed trails in In-
diana.  Since then, DNR has maintained the trails inven-
tory through input from local providers and by mapping 
trails in house.  The DNR Division of Outdoor Recre-
ation, streams and trails section continues to survey trail 
managing entities and map all open and planned trails in 
Indiana.  This data is maintained in a GIS system within 
the department.  It is available to the public for viewing 

on the Web at http://igs.indiana.edu/arcims/statewide/in-
dex.html through the Indiana Geologic Survey.  

This inventory has provided the data used to create the 
majority of the maps presented in this plan.  This system 
is a work in progress.  Since the number of trails in In-
diana is growing and more and more people are getting 
involved in developing trails, individuals who maintain 
this system are having a hard time keeping up.  Nonethe-
less, this inventory is a valuable tool for trail advocates 
and managers to use to create more trails, connect trails 
to destinations and plan for alternative transportation 
corridors.  Trail managers can help keep this tool up to 
date by keeping the Division of Outdoor Recreation in-
formed about their trails, both developed and planned.

This inventory includes trails that are currently open, 
under development and planned.  Originally, trails in-
cluded in this inventory were at least ½ mile in length.  
However as trail entities grow more sophisticated in the 
way they manage and map their trails, trails mapped by 
the local entities have been incorporated regardless of 
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Indiana Trails Inventory categorized by county and use
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This inventory includes trails that are considered multi-use trails and inventoried as of January 2006.  In addition 
to tracking mileage for individual trails, mileage is tracked for individual uses; therefore, the summed totals for the 
individual uses does not equal the total miles available for a given county.
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Total trail mileage in Indiana (built, proposed and visionary)

What is the type of trail use your system provides?
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Indiana trails inventory
Trails open to the public (May, 2006)
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Indiana trails inventory
Trails under development (May, 2006)
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Indiana trails inventory
Planned trails (May, 2006)
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Total number of trail miles by county

Inventory of trails in Indiana (as reported by responding agencies in December 2005).

0 Trail Miles Reported
.5 - 15 Trail Miles
16 - 30 Trail Miles
31 - 45 Trail Miles
46 - 99 Trail Miles
100 Trail Miles or More
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Regular participation in trail related activities as reported by Indiana residents in 2004

Midwest market trail related participation.
(Includes Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin)
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Comparison of participation rates by race

What is your perceived rate of trail use?
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From the 2004 Indiana Outdoor Recreation Participation Survey.

Please pick which outdoor recreation activities you would be MOST likely to participate 
in if adequate facilities were available (multiple responses).

From the 2004 Indiana Outdoor Recreation Participation Survey.

Please pick which outdoor recreation activities you would be MOST likely to participate 
in if adequate facilities were available (multiple responses).



88

THE INDIANA STATE TRAILS, GREENWAYS & BIKEWAYS PLAN

SUPPLY AND DEMAND FOR TRAILS

length.  This inventory also tracks the federal and state 
dollars that have funded individual segments of trails.

All trails inventoried have been identified through 
some type of local planning effort.  These trails can be 
found in local plans or have been submitted as poten-
tial grant projects.  Currently, trails identified through 
regional metropolitan planning charrettes and corridors 
that have not progressed beyond the broad concept stage 
are not included.  There are plans to add additional cat-
egories in the inventory to include these trails.

INDIANA TRAILS USER STUDY

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has 
conducted a trails user study every 5 years since 1993.  
This survey is conducted using touch screen technology 
and samples a cross section of Hoosiers throughout the 
state.   This survey collects standard demographic infor-
mation and asks residents about their use of trails and 
their attitudes regarding issues surrounding trail use in 
Indiana.

Some major findings include:
•	The number of people who have used a designated 

trail has slightly increased through time.
•	The use of trails for walking, running, hiking and bi-

cycling is increasing while using trails for horseback 
riding and mountain biking is decreasing.

• The amount of money individuals spend annually on 
equipment for their chosen trail activity has remained 

fairly constant with the majority spending less than 
$300.00.

• 43% of those who used a designated trail spent more 
than $31.00 on their most recent day trip on a trail 
in 2004.

• The regular use of designated trails appears not to 
be pervasive yet with 62% reporting that they used 
a trail less than once a week and 25% reporting they 
have  never used a designated trail.

• Pleasure and relaxation are still by far most often se-
lected as the reasons for using a trail (82% in 2004) 
while using trails for health and fitness is increasing 
slightly (53% in 2004).

• The top three reasons stated for not using trails more 
often were lack of time, trails located too far away 
and lack of knowledge of where trails are located.

•	37% of the people polled indicated they would be 
willing to pay a fee to use designated trails if the 
money was spent on management and upkeep of 
trails in their local area.

•	Of the issues presented, respondents placed the high-
est importance on developing trails close to home, 
publishing trail map guides, and linking together ex-
isting trails.

•	Preference for using general taxes to support trails 
appears to have increased since 1993 while prefer-
ence for using other sources of funding appears to be 
decreasing or unchanged.
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In the past twelve months have you used a designated recreational trail?

How often do you use designated recreational trails?



91

THE INDIANA STATE TRAILS, GREENWAYS & BIKEWAYS PLAN

CHAPTER 5

What trail activites do you participate in the majority of the time?
(multiple responses allowed)



92

THE INDIANA STATE TRAILS, GREENWAYS & BIKEWAYS PLAN

SUPPLY AND DEMAND FOR TRAILS

What are your reasons for using these trails?
(Not asked of those who never use trails; multiple responses allowed)
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What are the primary reasons you don’t use recreational trails more often?
(Only asked of those who use trails once a week or less; multiple responses allowed)
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Please select your level of interest in participating in the following activities. Combined 
responses for “very interested” and “somewhat interested” in participating in the 

following activities (2004 responses only).

Of the following, which do you feel should be the primary source of funding for the 
development of recreational trails?
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If the money was spent in your local area 
for trail upkeep and new trail development, 
would you be willing to pay an annual fee 

to use designated recreational trails?

What is the best estimate of how much 
money you spent on your last ONE DAY 
recreational trip that involved the use of 

trails? (include transportation, meals, etc.)

How much would you be willing to pay for 
this annual trail fee? (only asked those 

willing to pay an annual fee)

On your last EXTENDED (two or more 
days) recreational trip that involved the use 
of trails, approximately how much money 

would you say you spent PER DAY?


